
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS PARISH 
The Sacred Heart, Southwold and St Edmund, King & Martyr, Halesworth 

Priest:  Rev Richard Ireson 
The Presbytery, The Common, Southwold IP18 6AH 

  TELEPHONE: (01502) 723207 
Website:-  www.southwoldhalesworthrc.org.uk 

IN AN EMERGENCY IF FR RICHARD IRESON IS NOT AVAILABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE THE PRESBYTERY AT: 

BECCLES (01502) 713179, BUNGAY (01986) 893355, 

LOWESTOFT (01502) 572453 OR PORINGLAND (01508) 492202 

MASS TIMES IN THE PARISH FOR THE COMING WEEK 
SOUTHWOLD DATE TIME  
Sunday 29th November - 1st Sunday of Advent 
Monday 30th November - St Andrew - Feast 
Tuesday 1st December - Advent Feria 
Thursday 3rd December NO MASS St Francis Xavier – Mem 
Saturday 5th December 10.00 am Advent Feria 
HALESWORTH 
Sunday 29th November - 1st Sunday of Advent 
Wednesday 2nd December - Advent Feria 
Friday 5th December 10.00 am Advent Feria 

 
 

ACCESS TO OUR CHURCHES DURING THE LOCKDOWN 

Wonderfully, from the 2nd December, our churches will be permitted to have public Masses 
again.  Fr Richard will say the first public Mass in Halesworth on Friday, 5th December at 
10.00.  Both churches will continue to remain open for private prayer so that, if you feel 
unable to attend Mass, you can pray in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

MESSAGE FROM FR RICHARD 
Hurrah! Oh how much at a personal level, as a Catholic community and wider as a world family we 
need the Advent Hope in our hearts and lives at this time. 
Advent has a twofold character, for a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which 
the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered and likewise a time when, by 
remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end 
of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight; a gift from God 
at this moment in time and with the gift comes the Giver. 
As the new liturgical year begins, Christians are invited, once again, to examine their lives and 
reflect on how they might become more and more Christ-like and selfless. This presents a great 
challenge in our particular society and present circumstances when we are being encouraged not 
just to take care of ourselves but act and consider others. The Gospel challenges us to reach out to 
others to be Christ to the world. 
Throughout Advent, we encounter two figures that show us the way and model putting on Christ. 
Early on in Advent we are introduced to John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus, who reminds us that 
he is not the Christ but the one who prepares the way for him. “He must increase; I must decrease” 
(John3:30) In our lives we ought to consider how we can take the attention off ourselves and direct 
that toward Christ. 
Later in Advent, as the Church’s attention shifts to the more immediate preparations for Advent we 
are introduced to Mary, a young Jewish woman whose world is shaken by the visit of an Angel, who 
asks her to be the mother of God. Her response, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done 
according to your word” (Luke 1:38), shows her selfless nature and reminds us of our own call to 
serve as the Lord calls us. 
Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas. Let it be a time of light and blessing as we grow closer to 
the God of Love, the God who became one of us in the Incarnate Christ and closer to one another in 
the power of his love. 
Your friend and Parish Priest, 
Fr Richard 
 
 

THE 1ST SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

29TH NOVEMBER 

 

St Andrew – 
Apostle & Martyr 

St. Andrew, apostle and 
martyr was from Bethsaida 
and brother of Simon 
Peter.  After Pentecost he 
preached the Gospel in 
Russia and Asia minor. He 
was crucified by the 
Romans in Greece on an 
X-shaped cross, his 
distinctive symbol and 
symbol of Scotland, of 
which he is the patron.  St. 
Andrew demonstrated his 
love for his brother as well 
as his apostolic zeal when, 
convinced Jesus was the 
Messiah, sought St Peter.  
“He first found his own 
brother Simon and told 
him, 'we have found the 
Messiah.' Then he brought 
him to Jesus.” (Jn. 1:40-
42) Some of St. Andrew's 
remains were brought to 
Scotland in the fourth 
century, though other of 
his remains are in the crypt 
of the cathedral in Amalfi, 
Italy, where they are 
removed twice a year and 
produce a clear, water like 
substance. The substance, 
called “manna,” is said to 
have miraculous attributes.  
www.catholicnewsagency.
com/saint/st-andrew-
apostle-403 
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REQUESTS FOR MASSES 

If you would like Fr Richard to say a Mass for a special intention please fill in an envelope (available at the 
back of the churches) and give to Pat Hollingsworth (Southwold) or Anne Fleming (Halesworth). 

GRANT FROM SUFFOLK HISTORIC CHURCHES 

We have received a grant of £2,000 from Suffolk Historic Churches towards the restoration of the great 
East window in the Sanctuary, a very welcome contribution towards the total cost which amounted to 
£5,796.   This is the charity that organizes the annual bicycle ride between the historic churches of the 
county. 

 
 

SIGNING IN IF YOU VISIT THE CHURCH 

If you have downloaded the NHSCovid19 App to your smartphone you can record your visit in either of 
our churches on the large barcodes - on the first page of the App see ‘Venue check-in’.   

CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS – NEW WAY OF GIVING TO SUPPORT THE PARISH 

Contactless payment terminals for collections and donations are available in both churches.  A terminal is also 
now set up in Halesworth.  You can also contribute to parish funds via the ‘Giving’ page on the website at 
www.southwoldhalesworthrc.org.uk/about-us/giving/ to enable contributions to be made to specific funds such 
as a second collection.  Also included is the facility to donate a fixed sum chosen from a menu. We hope this will 
help to make it easier to support the Parish funds both at this difficult time and in the future. 

 
100 CLUB 

The December draw will take place on Sunday, 6th December.  There will also be an additional December 
draw when prize money will be doubled.  Please join the 100 Club as money it raises helps towards costs 
in the Parish. Monthly cash prizes of £50, £25 or £15, for a small monthly cost of £3, payable yearly, half 
yearly or quarterly. Standing order forms are available for those who wish to pay by that method.  Forms 
are available from Anne Fleming (01986 872103) or Eric and Stella Dobson (01986 875748) 

 

 

MORE EXTRACTS FROM THE PARISH ARCHIVE 

In 1921 Fr Henry in his Parish Notice Book wrote:-  ‘(The) Statue of the Sacred Heart given by a Catholic lady who was here 
with her husband in 1916, in memory of his death in the War’.  As you will see from this photograph this is not the statue of 
the Sacred Heart that we have in the church today.  But, as I have mentioned before, Fr Henry designated the Sacred Heart 
Altar as the church’s War Memorial Altar and this donation may well have prompted that decision.  In the same Notice Book 
entry he said ‘The Lady Statue was given by the mother of a young officer in his memory’.   It is sad that we have never 
known these facts before and clearly illustrates that we must carefully record happenings in the parish for the benefit of 
future generations. 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A SOUTHWOLD GP 

‘Recollections of a Southwold GP’, a memoir by Christopher Hopkins has been on sale in both Southwold and 
Halesworth churches.  Copies are now sold out but more should be available soon.  Sounds a most interesting 
read which includes stories and experiences of life at a monastic school and the difficulties faced by a Catholic 
doctor.  Price £20, with £5 from each copy sold in the parish going into our church funds. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WHO ARE SICK OR IN HOSPITAL  

Michael Carroll, Paul Carroll (Michael’s son), Brian Chapman, Trevor Croucher (John Holt’s brother-in-law), 
Denise Denning, Janet Dent, Chloe Drew-Batty (Dorothy’s granddaughter), Tony & Marie Brear, Dorothy Drew, 
Judith Etherton, Susan Goldsmith, Ken Goody, Olly Grantham (Caroline’s son), Brian Hayward, Mick Heil, Peter 
Henderson, Margaret Holt, Rosemary Jones, Juliet Lightfoot, Romilda Lobling, Elizabeth Martin, Eugene McEvoy 
(Tony’s brother), Ita Miller, Paul Munson, Maureen Murphy, Caroline Pryke, Stephen Percival, Mary O’Rawe, 
Alan Redmond, Pearl Reeves, Alva Semple, Stewart Semple, Sr Rosaleen Shaw OP (Laurette’s sister), Olivia 
Thorby, Gregory Walker (son of Lucy), Maureen White, Oliver Williams (Janet Dent’s grandson), David Wright 
and Frank Wright.  May they be comforted by our prayers and awareness of our love for them. 
 

If you know of any changes or additions to the Sick List, could you please let Fr Richard know.  Thank you 
 

ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER 

SOUTHWOLD:  Please contact Fr Richard or Laurette Burton on 07966 541747 or email at 
lauretteburton147@gmail.com 

HALESWORTH:  Please contact Colette Haward on 01986 875013 or email colclive@onetel.com 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


