
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS PARISH 

Priest:  Rev Richard Ireson 
145 Cheddiston Street, Halesworth IP19 8BD 

  TELEPHONE: (01986) 875837 
Website:-  www.southwoldhalesworthrc.org.uk 

IN AN EMERGENCY IF FR RICHARD IRESON IS NOT AVAILABLE, 
PLEASE TELEPHONE THE PRESBYTERY AT: 

BECCLES (01502) 713179, BUNGAY (01986) 893355, 

LOWESTOFT (01502) 572453 OR PORINGLAND (01508) 492202 

During the time of the Coronavirus/Covid-19 crisis, if you have any Special Intention you 
would like to have mentioned at a Mass, please email Fr Richard at 

richard1ireson@gmail.com 

THIS WEEK:- 
 
FRIDAY, 3RD JULY – ST THOMAS, APOSTLE – FEAST 
 

THERE SHOULD BE A 2ND COLLECTION TODAY FOR PETER’S PENCE – PLEASE 
DONATE ONLINE IF YOU CAN. 

Please pray for the souls of Mary Hopkins and Terry Barnard who were buried recently. 
 

MESSAGE FROM FR RICHARD 

Are you like me perhaps in that you enjoy a good story ? It probably originated in my early 
years of winter evenings around the fire reading aloud and being read to by family, particularly 
father, who could choose and introduce a wide variety of literature to capture a young person’s 
imagination. 
At church too, in the home village, not a large community, Dorothy, the “parish Godmother”, 
who at one stage attracted a full house of youngsters on Sunday morning after the Eucharist, 
of sixty or so tinies to teens, was a brilliant communicator and storyteller. A lifetime love of the 
scriptures and literature followed in my case. 
Home life and church;  the Faith and culture is certainly caught through good Christian 
influence as well as taught. 
The Old Testament reading for this Sunday, the thirteenth in Ordinary time brought these 
personal thoughts of gratitude to mind (2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16). 
As the wealthy woman offered hospitality to Elisha so we are called to do the same to those we 
meet engaged in the Lord’s service.  Our hospitality may not be in the form of a meal or a bed 
for the night.  It could be a simple greeting, an offer of help, a supportive word. We offer this 
service because it is good in itself but also because we know that in serving them we serve 
Christ who sent them. 
God bless you and keep you as we look forward to and prepare for the guided and safe 
regathering of our Catholic family in this parish. 
Your friend and Parish Priest, 
Fr Richard 
 

ACCESS TO OUR CHURCHES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

Opening times in the parish are as follows:- 
St Edmund’s Church, Halesworth – Fridays from 11.00 - 12 noon. 
Sacred Heart Church, Southwold - Tuesdays and Saturdays from 11.00 am to 12 
noon.  Guidelines for visits to the church are available on the website. 
 

THE WEBSITE 

The changes announced recently are now on the ‘Giving’ page on the website at 
www.southwoldhalesworthrc.org.uk/about-us/giving/ to enable contributions to be made to 
specific funds such as a second collection. Also included is the facility to donate a fixed sum 
chosen from a menu. We hope this will help to make it easier to support the Parish funds both 
at this difficult time and in the future. 

 

ST PETER & ST 
PAUL - SOLEMNITY 

28TH JUNE 2020 

 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS 

For all the saints who from 
their labours rest, who 
thee by faith before the 
world confest, Thy name O 
Jesus be forever blest.  
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou was their fortress, 
and their might; thou, 
Lord, their captain in the 
well fought fight; thou in 
the darkness drear their 
one true light. 

O may thy soldiers, 
faithful, true and bold, 
fight as the saints who 
nobly fought of old, and 
win, with them, the 
victor’s crown of gold. 

O blest communion ! 
Fellowship divine ! We 
feebly struggle, they in 
glory shine; yet all are one 
in thee, for all are thine. 

And when strife is fierce, 
the warfare long, steals on 
the ear the distant 
triumph song, and hearts 
are brave again, and arms 
are strong. 

From earth’s wide bounds, 
from ocean’s farthest 
coast, through gates of 
pearl streams in the 
countless host, singing to 
Father, Son & Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

 

 



 
GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

 
We would like to thank all our friends for the kind wishes, prayers and cards to celebrate our Golden Anniversary. Despite the 
current situation we had a truly magical day with plenty of surprises.  The day started with a beautiful live screened Mass 
especially for our intentions and we also received a special Blessing at the end. It is still on YouTube on lourdesleigh if anyone 
would like to watch it.  We had so many flowers and cards, it was amazing. Our daughter visited and arranged an afternoon 
tea to be delivered to enjoy in the garden.  We then had a Zoom party with our children and our friends so a very successful 
day and we are so grateful for all your prayers. 
Eric and Stella 
 

MEMORIES OF A MAY PROCESSION – Rosemary Lewis 
When I was a child the highlight for us children each year besides Christmas was the May and June processions. Easter 
always seems a bit dour to us children.  I remember my first one, I was about four years old, not yet at school but mum 
persuaded the teacher in charge to let me join on the day.  Mum had decked me out in a white frock and veil, so I don’t 
think the teacher could say no. 
An older girl was put in charge of me, and I was warned to be on my best behaviour.  In the picture below you can see the 
statue of Our Lady being carried by the ladies of the Legion of Mary.  Just in front is the girl who had the honour of crowning 
the statue of Our Lady. The Priest led the crowd with the Blessed Sacrament in the Monstrance, covered by a canopy held 
on each corner by men from the church, the altar boys came next followed by the school children, then the congregation 
and last the choir. We paraded through the local streets singing hymns, and then back to the church for Benediction. People 
came out to see us pass. It was a real demonstration of our faith. 
The reason I remember it so well, is that it happened every year in the same format. You don’t change what is already good. 

 

 
 

I am the funny little one in the middle 
 

PARISH 100 CLUB 
Now that we can visit the Church and have witnesses to support us doing the Draw we will do the April, May and June draws 
as soon as possible.  I will be requesting any renewal money that will be due and hope that we can get many more members 
as it is a great way to raise funds as well as maybe win a prize too. Payments are £36 for a year or £18 half yearly and can be 
paid by Standing Order or a cheque.  Encourage friends to join, let’s get the membership up to 100. 
For more details please ring Eric and Stella Dobson 01986 875748 or Anne Fleming 01986 87210 

 
CHURCH RESTORATION PROJECT - UPDATE 

Work on the restoration project ground to a halt in late March due to Corona virus but in the last couple of weeks we have 
been able to get going again.  

You may remember that one of the major problems was with the large East Window which lights the sanctuary. This was in 
danger of collapse due to damaged stonework, corroded saddle bars which secure the leaded window in place, deformation 
of the lead in which the glass is set and some broken panes. The window has now been completely removed and moved to 
the workshop of Devlin Plummer, a specialist in the manufacture and restoration of leaded windows. The restored window 
will be re installed towards the end of August. 

Recently completed too is the restored ‘North’ door. This is in fact in the geographic east wall of the church which is the 
liturgical ‘North’!  The doors from the baptistry have been re-hung in the ‘North’ doorway and the woodwork treated, 
stained and polished to match both the interior and exterior woodwork of the church.  Additionally, all of the pews have 
been cleaned and re-polished as has all of the woodwork of the internal ‘porch’.  Finally, the main doors have been restored 
and treated. 

There is still some work to do including fitting a new pew at the front of the church, improving access to the main entrance, 
a new noticeboard and flooring for the baptistry but all this should be completed by the end of August.  Cedric Burton 

 



3 
STORY FROM OUR CHURCH ARCHIVE 

 

 
Wreckage looking towards Southwold from the harbour 

 
On Saturday night, 31st January, 1953 there took place the disastrous East Coast floods.  All of Ferry Road was flooded, 
several bungalows there completely destroyed, 5 people killed including two Catholics, Mrs Joan Ballard and her young son 
Robin.  The sea breached the shingle bank between the pier and Easton Bavants on one side as well as along Ferry Rd so 
that Southwold was completely cut off by sea water.  It was impossible to get to Halesworth and just as 8 am Mass ended, 
the body of Mrs Ballard was found and brought to the mortuary where I anointed her conditionally.  The police then asked 
me to inform her parents at Reydon.  By now it was low tide and an army lorry was able to run a shuttle service across 
Might’s Bridge for a couple of hours with essential supplies and rescue workers.  Not till late on Monday was it possible for 
cars to get over the bridge and in or out of the town.  Flood water had reached the bottom of Constitution Hill and houses 
on North Rd too were flooded at the sea end of Pier Avenue.  Walberswick also was affected where 14 families had to be 
evacuated and in Southwold the number was 35.  The body of Robin Ballard was found in time for him to be buried with his 
mother, the Mayor attending the Requiem Mass.  Later a substantial donation was received from the Pope’s Relief Fund  
[The Holy Father had sent £500 to the Bishop of Northampton, from which he sent £50 of this to Fr McBride] and distributed 
to those affected together with food parcels from the Belgian organisation ‘Caritas’.  The only other Catholics affected were 
Mr & Mrs Prince-Stevenson who had to be rescued from their bungalow in Ferry Rd and who both nearly 80 years old, 
never in fact completely recovered.  The restoration of their house and property had to be attended to by myself as they 
were incapable of doing so.  Fr E McBride – Mission/Parish Priest of Southwold & Halesworth from 1951 to 1958 

 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING WHO ARE SICK OR IN HOSPITAL  
Michael Carroll, Paul Carroll (Michael’s son), Brian Chapman, Trevor Croucher (John Holt’s brother-in-law), Denise Denning, 
Dorothy Drew, Judith Etherton, Susan Goldsmith, Ken Goody, Olly Grantham (Caroline’s son), Brian Hayward, Mick Heil, Peter 
Henderson, Margaret Holt, Rosemary Jones, Tracey Kellett (Michael Carroll’s daughter), Juliet Lightfoot, Romilda Lobling, 
Elizabeth Martin, Ita Miller, Paul Munson, Caroline Pryke,  Stephen Percival, Mary O’Rawe, Alan Redmond,  Pearl Reeves, 
Stewart Semple, Sr Rosaleen Shaw OP (Laurette’s sister), Olivia Thorby, Gregory Walker (son of Lucy), Maureen White, Oliver 
Williams (Janet Dent’s grandson), David Wright and Frank Wright.  May they be comforted by our prayers and awareness of our 
love for them. 
 

If you know of any changes or additions to the Sick List, could you please let Fr Richard know.  Thank you 
 

ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER 

SOUTHWOLD:  Please contact Fr Richard or Laurette Burton on 07966 541747 or email at 
lauretteburton147@gmail.com 

HALESWORTH:  Please contact Colette Haward on 01986 875013 or email colclive@onetel.com 



 


